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HEADLINES
• Anglican Church of Virginia creates new order; first nun takes vows
• Anglican Bishop Visits City
• Revived Anglican Church A ‘Bridge’ To State’s History

Declaration of Principles and Tenets of Belief
of The Anglican Church of Virginia
Preamble
As the Apostolic Church brought both religious and non-religious peoples to Christ, and
Whereas, God in His Wisdom planted at Jamestown, Virginia in 1607, the first Anglican Church in the New World
and whose faithful beseeched God’s blessings in the founding of a Christian Nation, and
Whereas, free men did meet in the Anglican Church at Jamestown to lay the foundation
of our New Republic and to govern themselves as free men, and
Whereas, Anglicans of Virginia, by God’s hand, have established the Anglican Church of Virginia, and
Whereas, the followers of Jesus Christ are commissioned to take the Gospel to all people and to all Nations,
WE DECLARE that the Church of today must be a church on mission, reaching out to believers and non-believers with the saving Gospel
of Jesus Christ.
WE FURTHER DECLARE that we adhere wholly to biblical teaching and to the following principles and tenets of Faith, and thus shall not
accept any action or compromise that would weaken or change the faith and traditions of these principles and beliefs, which we hold to be
essential to an unimpaired relationship with Jesus Christ and His one holy catholic and apostolic church.
THEREFORE, As God is our Witness, we fervently commit our honor, lives, fortunes, and eternal Souls to the following Tenets of Faith.
1. We believe in the authority of the HOLY SCRIPTURES as the inerrant Word of God, as summarized by the Creeds, taught by the
Fathers, and defined in the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, and the Authorized (King James) Version of The Holy Bible, it being the
standard translation into the English language.
2. We believe the Nicene and Apostles’ CREEDS are binding on every member of the Church as the expression of their specific personal
commitment and conviction.
3. We believe HOLY BAPTISM as ordained by Christ, as set forth in the Book of Common Prayer, is the seal of our Salvation, and
CONFIRMATION by a bishop in the apostolic line is the means whereby we receive the strengthening gifts of the Holy Spirit in the
Apostolic tradition.
4. We believe HOLY COMMUNION shall be validly celebrated by a bishop of the Apostolic line, or by a priest ordained by such a bishop,
and properly received by those confirmed or ready and desirous to be confirmed. Holy Communion will not be refused to believing
baptized Christians of other traditions.
5. We believe HOLY ORDERS of Bishop, Priest, and Deacon are open only to believing men, following Biblical practice, the universal
practice of the holy catholic church, and as intended by our Book of Common Prayer.
6. We believe the integrity of the sacramental functions of the EPISCOPATE, and according to the Apostolic model, as evangelists,
guardians of the faith, and caring shepherds of the flock, shall be placed above the administrative responsibilities that have so often
caused mischief in the churches of former years.
7. We believe the historic BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER is the doctrinal standard and our common liturgy. We worship according to
the 1928 American edition of the Book of Common Prayer, the 1962 Canadian edition, or the 1662 English Book of Common Prayer.
We respect liturgical expression established by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer in 1549, and the 1552 version as set forth by the Act of
Uniformity, and other national equivalents so far as the faith is kept entire by them.
8. We believe that marriage is set aside as a special sacrament and union between one heterosexual man and one heterosexual women
9. We believe that life is created by God and begins at conception and that abortion is a sin against God.
10. We believe that “God giveth and God taketh, blessed be the Name of the Lord” and that suicide, assisted suicide, and euthanasia are
Sins against God.
11. We believe in the unique Salvation of Jesus Christ and pledge our commitment to the words of Our Lord Jesus Christ about Himself:
“I am the WAY, the Truth, and the Life: and no man cometh to the Father, but by me.”
These are treasures of the Anglican Faith which we guard zealously and believe to be anointed gifts from God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Ghost. AMEN
Press Background Information
The Anglican Church of Virginia was founded in 2001 in Front Royal Virginia to continue the traditional Anglican Faith as passed down
by the Anglican fathers of the Church of England. It believes in the inerrant Word of the Holy Bible and the historic values of life and
the traditional teachings of God. Since its founding, the Virginia Church is serving as a beacon of hope to conservative Anglicans in
Virginia and around the world.
In 2005, bishops meeting in Mexico City declared Virginia as the location of the focus of the continuing Anglican Faith. More than
twenty provinces have come into communion with the Anglican Church of Virginia and now number more than 800,000 Anglicans in
countries like Colombia, India, Solomon Islands, Haiti, Australia, England, Canada, Brazil, South Africa and six provinces in the United
States. The new worldwide Virginia Communion is the headquarters of the Anglican Church International Communion which is in communion with neither the Episcopal Church of the US nor the Church of England. For more information, you may visit www.theanglicanchurch.net. The Rt. Rev. Larry W. Johnson was selected to serve as the Archbishop of all International Provinces at the College of
Bishops’ Synod held in Jamestown in 2007. He is the Bishop of the Anglican Church of Virginia, and lives with his wife, Sondra, in
Front Royal, VA. Email: larrywjohnson@embarqmail.com.

